
Initial email response from Danny Gallagher received 28 April 2015 

 

Hello Rod;  

 

I am now able to respond to your request for information on the West Cumbria Liberal 

Democrats response to the ongoing debate about nuclear waste management, and also the 

wider issue of future nuclear new-build. 
 

On the question of the future contruction of new nuclear power generation, Liberal 

Democrats in Copeland have come to the view that there is a clear case for the construction 

of some new nuclear power stations to replace those that are now being phased out. I have 

made this point in my handout leaflet to voters which I will send to you by post. 
 

We consider that the priority in the present situation is that global climate change, accelerated 

by massive use of fossil fuels in power generation, is the over-riding threat to the future of 

humanity. Therefore we need to phase out all coal-fired power stations lacking carbon 

capture technology as soon as possible. Our 2015 General Election manifesto calls for an end 

to this in UK by 2025. 
 

However there will remain an ongoing need for substantial and reliable baseload electricity 

supply. Renewables are not yet able to meet this demand. Nuclear power will help provide 

this and is therefore required for the period until sufficent energy is available from 

renewables and indeed through other energy technologies which are being actively explored 

at present. This in practice indicates that one further phase of nuclear power plant 

construction is required. It makes sense to develop this new capacity in areas where there is 

existing expertise and experience. 
 

I have added below a summary of the response by West Cumbria Liberal Democrats to the 

ongoing debate about the long-term disposal of legacy nuclear waste. We are unhappy about 

many aspects of the approach taken by the MRWS initiative, and we agree that the key 

factors are: 
 

a) a sustainable geology and 
 

b) the agreement of the local community 
 

Our detailed response to the original consultation which ended in June 2013 is included 

below as a separate PDF attachment. This response remains our position on this ongoing and 

controversial matter. 

 

I would add to this that I was concerned that the decision to classify any GDF as a Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Project was taken with inadequate debate on the last day of the 

parliamentary session. This measure, giving the Secretary of State over-riding powers of 

decision, is a cause for concern, particularly as it appears designed to completely remove 

Cumbria County Council from the decision-making process. 

 

Danny Gallagher 

(Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Copeland) 

 

(Questionnaire responses to follow.) 

 



 
 

Press Release Copeland & Workington Liberal Democrats released in May 2013 

We have today forwarded our response to the DECC Consultation on the Process for Siting a 

GDF 

Copeland & Workington Liberal Democrats remain supportive of establishing a New 

Nuclear Facility at Sellafield and the continued investment in the processing and medium 

term storage of nuclear waste at Sellafield. 

We support the Governments continued search for a National Process for the Safe Storage of 

UK Nuclear Waste however we would hope that any process would be based on a Safety First 

model supported by peer reviewed Geological, Scientific and Engineering evidence. 

We were opposed to the siting of a GDF in Cumbria when sound geological and scientific 

evidence established that Cumbrias geology would be unlikely to support the siting of a GDF 

and in the absence of any new evidence otherwise we remain opposed 

Phill Roberts (Chair,Copeland & Workington Liberal Democrats) said 

“It would be irresponsible to support the establishment of a GDF in Cumbria in the face of 

geological and scientific evidence that suggests Cumbria’s Geology would be unsuitable and 

that an engineering solution would not be available to overcome these issues. 

It would be even more irresponsible to place the final decision on the siting process in the 

hands of a few executive members of Copeland and Allerdale Borough Councils 

Any interested community should have the utmost confidence in the Process and the 

supporting geological, scientific and engineering evidence before any consideration of a 

Community Package of Financial support”. 

Phill Roberts (Chair, Copeland & Workington Liberal Democrats? 

 


